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Act I: 50 MINUTES
Actor Talk Back: 10 MINUTES


CO-COMMISSIONED AND WORLD PREMIERE PRESENTED AT NEW JERSEY PERFORMING ARTS CENTER (NEWARK, NEW JERSEY) AND CHILDSPLAY, INC. (TEMPE, ARIZONA)

Chato’s Kitchen is a professional production employing members of Actors' Equity Association.
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The Cast & Creative Team 
THE CAST 
Chato…TBD
Novio Boy…TBD
Father/Junior…TBD
Mother/Rosie…TBD

Mark Valdez (Director) is an artist, organizer, and consultant based in Los Angeles. His work has been seen at theaters that include the Alliance Theatre, Cornerstone Theater Company, East West Players, La Peña Cultural Center, Mark Taper Forum, MACLA, Mixed Blood, and Trinity Rep, among others. For over 20-years, Valdez has produced and created community engaged projects in his home state of California and around the country. During his tenure as the Executive Director of the Network of Ensemble Theaters, Mark designed and implemented the MicroFest USA project, hyper-local events that were part performance festival, part think-tanks celebrating cultural community development. Presently, Mark is working on Exiled in America, a multi-year, multi-city project that aims to impact housing policy utilizing performance, cultural organizing, and creative community development strategies. He is also creating a new performance piece commissioned by Trinity Rep, with and for the Latinx population of Rhode Island called #latinxox.

Tanya Orellana (Scenic Designer) designs performance spaces for Theater, Dance, Opera and Puppetry. From San Francisco, she is a core member of the award-winning ensemble Campo Santo, participating in their New Work Process, conceptualizing and designing sets alongside the writing process. Design collaborations include: Mexico Premiere of Angels in America directed by Martín Acosta (Teatro Juan Ruiz de Alarcón), Casa de Spirits written and directed by Roger Guenveur Smith (Yerba Buena Center for the Arts Forum, San Francisco, CA), world premiere of The Heath by Lauren Gunderson, directed by Sean Daniels (Merrimack Repertory Theatre, Lowell, MA), and Nogales: Storytellers in Cartel Country by Richard Montoya (Borderlands Theatre, Tucson, Arizona and The Magic Theatre, San Francisco, CA). Tanya received her MFA in Scenic Design from CalArts (2017) and is the 2016 recipient of the Princess Grace Fabergé Theatre Award. Her design work on Angels in America was presented in the US Emerging Designers Exhibit at the Prague Quadrennial 2019. 

William Kirkham (Lighting Designer) is an award-winning Lighting Designer for Theatre and Live Events. He is also the Professor of Lighting Design at Arizona State University.  Previous Childsplay credits include: Flora & Ulysses, Yellow Boat, and Pete, or the Return of Peter Pan. Regional credits include: Alliance Theatre, Arena Stage, ArtsWest Playhouse, Chicago Children’s Theatre, Chicago Shakespeare Theatre, Childsplay, Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park, Contemporary American Theater Festival, The Hypocrites, Lookingglass Theatre Company, Phoenix Theatre, Portland Center Stage, Sideshow Theatre, South Coast Repertory, Steppenwolf Theatre Company, and the Utah Shakespeare Festival.  William attended Northern Arizona University, Northwestern University, and is a proud member of Local USA 829. www.wckirkham.com

Christopher Neumeyer (Sound Designer) works as Sound Designer and Composer for many theater companies in Phoenix and abroad. Amongst his favorite productions are: Rock the Presidents, The Sun Serpent, A Wrinkle in Time, The Phantom Tollbooth, The Giver (Childsplay); In the Next Room and Secret Order (Actors Theatre); All My Sons, Fences, Cabaret (Theaterworks in Palo Alto, CA). Previously, he was the Resident Sound Designer and Sound Supervisor for Childsplay, as well as producing sound effects and voice over content for multimedia projects, corporate DVD’s, and feature films.  

Connie Furr (Costume Designer) Theatre: The Christians (Brooklyn Academy of Music, Playwrights Horizon, Mark Taper), Six Humana Festivals and Macbeth (Actors Theatre of Louisville), Beauty and the Beast, Seussical, and 101 Dalmatians (premiere) (Children’s Theatre of Charlotte), Othello and Henry the 4th (Georgia Shakespeare Festival), Sun Serpent (premiere), Rock and Roll Alice in Wonderland, and Goodnight Moon (Childsplay Theatre), The Nearly True Story of the Mamas and Papas (premiere) (Phoenix Theatre), Seven Seasons (Palm Springs Follies). Opera: Pique Dame (Syracuse Opera), La Cenerentola and Fidelio (Orlando Opera). Television: Salsa. Exhibitions: 2003, 2007 Prague Quadrennial, 2005 USITT World Stage Design and 2015 Bakhrushin Museum, Publishing: Liberace, Extravaganza! 

Jake Pinholster (Projection Designer) is an Associate Professor of Media Design and Associate Dean in the ASU Herberger Institute for Design and the Arts, head of design training program specializing in projection/media design for performance. An Associate artist with Les Freres Corbusier. Broadway credits: The Pee Wee Herman Show. Off-Broadway credits: Escape from Bellevue, Boozy (LFC). New York credits: David Dorfman Dance’s underground (BAM), Hoover!, Dance Dance Revolution, HeddaTRON (LFC), Dixie’s Tupperware Party. Regional credits: Riders of the Purple Sage (AZ Opera), Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson (Center Theater Group), Current Nobody (LJP, Woolly Mammoth Theatre Company). TV: Carrie Fisher: Wishful Drinking (HBO), The Pee Wee Herman Show (HBO).

Please check house boards for any program changes. Taking pictures and/or making visual or sound recordings is expressly forbidden.













(OPTIONAL) 
CHILDSPLAY LEADERSHIP:
Dwayne Hartford (Artistic Director) moved to Arizona in 1989. He answered an ad in the paper for an acting job. That job was for Childsplay. In 1992, he originated the role of the Father in Childsplay’s world premiere production of The Yellow Boat.  Dwayne has directed many shows for Childsplay, including: Ella Enchanted, The Phantom Tollbooth, and Flora & Ulysses.  The first play he wrote, Eric and Elliot, received the 2005 Distinguished Play Award from the American Alliance of Theatre & Education (AATE). The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane received the same award in 2018. Dwayne’s plays have been produced professionally around the country including Seattle Children’s Theatre, Dallas Children’s Theatre, Chicago Children’s Theatre, and South Coast Repertory.  Dwayne became Childsplay’s Artistic Director upon the retirement of his mentor, the founder of the company, David Saar. Dwayne holds a BFA in musical theatre from the Boston Conservatory.  He did graduate work in directing at Boston University.  He is from the very small town of Smithfield, Maine.

Steve Martin (Managing Director) is in his 19th season as Managing Director at Childsplay. During this time, the company has moved into the Sybil B. Harrington Campus for Imagination and Wonder; secured significant funding from the US Department of Education for arts education programming throughout the metro Phoenix area; received funding from national foundations including the Hearst Foundation, Doris Duke Charitable Trust, and the Shubert Foundation; received substantial support from local foundations including the Legacy Foundation, Virginia G. Piper Charitable Trust, the Flinn Foundation, Steele Foundation, and the Helios Education Foundation; and produced more than 30 world premieres.  He is a native of Toledo, Ohio, and a 1983 graduate of the University of Toledo. Martin is currently on the board of East Valley Partnership and formerly served on the boards of Arizona Citizens for the Arts (past President), TYA/USA - the national organization for theatre for young audiences and LORT/League of Resident Theatres.  Prior to joining Childsplay, he was Assistant Managing Director of the Alliance Theatre Company in Atlanta, Georgia, and the Managing Director of Virginia Stage Company in Norfolk, Virginia.

(OPTIONAL) 
ABOUT CHILDSPLAY
480-921-5700
www.childsplayaz.org

· Childsplay, founded in 1977, is a non-profit professional theatre company of adult actors, teaching and performing for young audiences and families. 
· Childsplay’s mission is to create theatre so strikingly original in form, content or both that it instills in young people an enduring awe, love and respect for the medium, thus preserving imagination and wonder, those hallmarks of childhood that are the keys to the future.
· This season, Childsplay expects to give 700 performances for nearly a quarter of a million young people on in schools and on public stages throughout the state and the country!
· Childsplay launched its first national tour in 2007, with Tomás and the Library Lady. Since then the company has completed 11 more national tours throughout the United States (including Alaska!) and Canada. This season, Childsplay will send both Maddi’s Fridge and The Snowy Day out on national tour!
· Childsplay’s administrative offices, classrooms, rehearsal halls, prop and costume shops are located in the Sybil B. Harrington Campus for Imagination and Wonder at Mitchell Park, 900 South Mitchell Drive, Tempe.  

Childsplay is a constituent of Arizona Citizens for the Arts, East Valley Partnership, Theatre Communications Group (TCG), the national organization for American theatre; TYA/USA, the US Chapter of ASSITEJ, the international organization for theatre for young audiences; the Tempe Chamber of Commerce; the Arizona Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, Alliance of Arizona Non-Profits; and the American Alliance for Theatre and Education (AATE).


