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The Cast & Creative Team 

THE CAST 

Anya Hernandez (Actor) is an interdisciplinary artist and co-founder of Small Dance Collective. She received a Bachelor of Arts in Theatre and Dance Minor from Arizona State University where she focused her studies in physical theatre practices and directing. She has performed with various companies including Vessel (2016), Kerfuffle (2017), and Brian Foley Dynamic Theatre (2018), and is grateful for the opportunity to now perform with Childsplay. Passionate about theatre for social change, she spent time as both a director and collective member of Grey Box Collective (2016-2018), a performance group that creates original work about social and emotional well being rooted in social issues. GBC performance work includes It’s Not That Simple (2016), I Am Enough (2016), and Understanding Otherness (2017). Director credits include GBC’s Out of Hiding (2017 and 2018), and Small Dance Collective’s Medea in Me (2018), Grounded (2018), One Woman (2019, workshop series) and various short film projects. Small Dance Collective is a Tempe Community Council’s Tempe Connector Award recipient (2020), as they continue to create arts engagement opportunities to combat loneliness and social isolation. Looking forward, Anya Hernandez is humbled to be joining the creative team for Antigone at the Border (2021), a collaboration with Teatro Bravo and Borderlands Theater. While she has experience with durational performance, dance theatre, directing and facilitation, the driving force of her creative practice is to cultivate space for individuals to be seen, heard, and known.

THE CREATIVE TEAM 

D. Daniel Hollingshead (Scenography, Costume Design, and Properties) is has previously designed costumes for 22 of Childsplay’s productions including: Flora & Ulysses (costumes and puppets), Three Javelinas (co-design with Kish Finnegan, 2015 ariZoni award winner), Rock the Presidents (2011, 2012 and 2016), With Two Wings, as well as several remount designs. Other designs include shows for many dance and theatre works for companies such as Center Dance Ensemble (including new lead costumes for The Snow Queen in 2015), Site Specific Dance Works, The Dance Connection, Perry Mansfield, ASU Main and ASU West Dance. Mr. Hollingshead has also designed hair and makeup for many of Childsplay’s productions as well as other local theatre and dance companies including The Will Rogers Follies and The Women at Phoenix Theatre and the 2005 local production of Disney’s Beauty and the Beast for which he won an ariZoni. He has worked as cutter/draper, wardrobe supervisor, deck crew and wardrobe for many theatre and dance companies. He received a BFA in Performance and Choreography from ASU. Mr. Hollingshead recently concluded Center Dance Ensemble’s 2019 and final season as a principal dancer and ensemble member for 20 seasons with the company. Currently, Mr. Hollingshead is the Costuming and Wardrobe Director for Childsplay; and a dancer, performer, artist, designer, healer and energy practitioner holding Level II certification in the Spontaneous Transformation Technique, as well as training in Conscious Creation and many other modalities. 

Jenny Millinger (Dramaturge) is in her 18th season with Childsplay, where she is the Associate Artistic Director. Millinger has been honored to serve as a dramaturge for the world premiere productions of Dreamers, The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane, The Sun Serpent, Rock the Presidents, Pete or The Return of Peter Pan, The Color of Stars, Recipe for Disaster, Girls Who Wear Glasses, The Smartest Girl in the World and more.  Her directing credits for Childsplay include Seen, Suzette Who Set to Sea, Maddi’s Fridge, and Junie B. Is Not A Crook (Assistant). In addition to creating this year’s online show, Seen, she has written the book and lyrics for two musicals: The Three Javelinas and A Very Hairy Javelina Holiday.
 
Rachel Solis (Stage Manager) is excited to be in her eighth season with Childsplay. Previously, she was Associate Production Manager for seven seasons and Stage Manager for the national tour of Tomas and the Library Lady, Maddi’s Fridge, Seen, and Dreamers. Rachel also created the sound design for Seen.  She would like to thank her husband, Tony, and daughter, Claire for their unwavering support. Claire can be heard laughing in Seen.


CHILDSPLAY LEADERSHIP 

Dwayne Hartford (Childsplay Artistic Director) moved to Arizona in 1989. He answered an ad in the paper for an acting job. That job was for Childsplay. In 1992, he originated the role of the Father in Childsplay’s world premiere production of The Yellow Boat.  Dwayne has directed many shows for Childsplay, including: Ella Enchanted, The Phantom Tollbooth, and Flora & Ulysses.  The first play he wrote, Eric and Elliot, received the 2005 Distinguished Play Award from the American Alliance of Theatre & Education (AATE). The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane received the same award in 2018. Dwayne’s plays have been produced professionally around the country including Seattle Children’s Theatre, Dallas Children’s Theatre, Chicago Children’s Theatre, and South Coast Repertory.  Dwayne became Childsplay’s Artistic Director upon the retirement of his mentor, the founder of the company, David Saar. Dwayne holds a BFA in musical theatre from the Boston Conservatory.  He did graduate work in directing at Boston University.  He is from the very small town of Smithfield, Maine.

Steve Martin (Managing Director) is in his 20th season as Managing Director at Childsplay. During this time, the company has moved into the Sybil B. Harrington Campus for Imagination and Wonder; secured significant funding from the US Department of Education for arts education programming throughout the metro Phoenix area; received funding from national foundations including the Hearst Foundation, Doris Duke Charitable Trust, and the Shubert Foundation; received substantial support from local foundations including the Legacy Foundation, Virginia G. Piper Charitable Trust, the Flinn Foundation, Steele Foundation, and the Helios Education Foundation; and produced more than 30 world premieres.  He is a native of Toledo, Ohio, and a 1983 graduate of the University of Toledo. Martin is currently on the board of East Valley Partnership and formerly served on the boards of Arizona Citizens for the Arts (past President), TYA/USA - the national organization for theatre for young audiences and LORT/League of Resident Theatres.  Prior to joining Childsplay, he was Assistant Managing Director of the Alliance Theatre Company in Atlanta, Georgia, and the Managing Director of Virginia Stage Company in Norfolk, Virginia.


ASK AN ACTOR!

We asked Anya Hernandez from Dreamers

How does creating art help you express your personal feelings, fears, or joys?

Here’s what she said:
  
“Art has always been a source of comfort and empowerment throughout my life. When I discovered dance, there was a relief deep down inside. I had found my voice. 

For me, the power of creative expression lies in the ability to name my emotions, fears, and hope for the future. Just like some people write in a journal, when I am able to put my emotions into a dance or a poem, my anger and hope into a script, or express awe and wonder through a beautiful moment onstage, it brings those fuzzy, scrambled thoughts outside of my mind into something tangible that I can see in a more meaningful way. I can think about it more critically, or embrace it like hugging a loved one. 

The really special thing I love about theatre is that we get to do this alongside our collaborators and share it with our audience. We are able to connect over shared hope, pain, loss, and joy, and we learn that we aren’t alone. We come to a greater understanding of ourselves and each other, empowering us to move forward together with greater purpose.”

ABOUT CHILDSPLAY
480-921-5700
www.childsplayaz.org

· Childsplay, founded in 1977, is a non-profit professional theatre company of adult actors, teaching and performing for young audiences and families. 
· Childsplay’s mission is to create theatre so strikingly original in form, content or both that it instills in young people an enduring awe, love and respect for the medium, thus preserving imagination and wonder, those hallmarks of childhood that are the keys to the future.
· Childsplay launched its first national tour in 2007, with Tomás and the Library Lady. Since then the company has completed 10 more national tours throughout the United States (including Alaska!) and Canada. Next season, Childsplay will send Schoolhouse Rock Live out on its second national tour! 
· Childsplay’s administrative offices, classrooms, rehearsal halls, prop and costume shops are located in the Sybil B. Harrington Campus for Imagination and Wonder at Mitchell Park, 900 South Mitchell Drive, Tempe.  
· Childsplay is a constituent of Arizona Citizens for the Arts, East Valley Partnership, Theatre Communications Group (TCG), the national organization for American theatre; TYA/USA, the US Chapter of ASSITEJ, the international organization for theatre for young audiences; the Tempe Chamber of Commerce; the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, Alliance of Arizona Non-Profits; and the American Alliance for Theatre and Education (AATE)


CHILDSPLAY COMPANY & STAFF
"One of the underlying core values of Childsplay is the notion of ensemble. There is a resident group of theatre artists (our Associate Artists) who, in collaboration with the Artistic Director, are responsible for planning and creating the artistic products that illustrate Childsplay's mission. But these artists do not create in isolation. Everyone who works at Childsplay -- other artists, technicians, educators, administrators and trustees -- is a part of this resident ensemble. This mindset guides the way our work is created, the way it is marketed and the way it is delivered. Ideally, all of these individuals are housed under one roof, allowing for the free and open exchange of ideas and opinions."

-- Childsplay's Strategic Plan 2012
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