
2/8/13 3:05 PMChildsplay and IRT Launch "Write Now" Project

Page 1 of 3https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1109929922051&format=html&printFrame=true

Having trouble viewing this email? Click here

PRESS RELEASE
May 7, 2012

For Immediate Release
Contact:

Laura Schairer
laura@audiencemagnets.com 480-797-3111

 
 

    
  

CHILDSPLAY and the INDIANA REPERTORY THEATRE 
ANNOUNCE "WRITE NOW"

 
Doris Duke Charitable Foundation awards $100,000

to develop new plays for young audiences.

 
Playwrights invited to submit scripts for K-12 audiences.

 
  

(Tempe, Ariz.)  Childsplay and the Indiana Repertory Theatre (IRT) announce the creation
of Write Now, a new collaboration funded through a generous grant from the Doris Duke
Charitable Foundation. The two acclaimed theatre companies are joining forces to
advocate for playwrights and promote the development of new plays for young
audiences. Write Now will bring playwrights, directors, actors, teachers, and theatre
artists from across the country together in an effort to create strikingly original theatre for
a new generation of young people and families.
 
Artistic Directors David Saar of Childsplay in Tempe and Janet Allen of IRT in
Indianapolis have been long-term advocates for the creation of new work. "We believe
that children deserve the best - the best directors, designers, actors, and of course the
best and brightest playwrights creating scripts that speak to the experience of today's
young people" says Saar. "Write Now is a national effort to support the work of these
playwrights." Allen adds "By developing the work of emerging and established
playwrights, and convening producers and experts from across the country to hear their
scripts read, we will ensure that American theatre continues to deliver exciting and
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scripts read, we will ensure that American theatre continues to deliver exciting and
relevant plays for young audiences." Write Now will replace The Bonderman Playwriting
for Youth National Competition and Symposium, which grew under the leadership of
Dorothy Webb to be one of the leading voices in new play development for young
audience.
 
In the spring of 2013, the first Write Now gathering will take place at Childsplay in
Tempe, AZ, followed by the second Write Now in 2015 at IRT in Indianapolis. The event
will consist of a week long development process including discussions and workshops
for four new scripts followed by rehearsed readings of the plays. Local schools and
community groups will participate as audience members. Both emerging and established
playwrights from across the country are encouraged to submit their scripts for K-12
audiences to Write Now by July 31, 2012 at www.writenow.co.
 
Significant support for Write Now comes from the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation,
which awarded $100,000 to Childsplay and IRT for this partnership effort. 
 
"The Doris Duke Charitable Foundation is delighted to support Write Now" says Ben
Cameron, Program Director for the Arts.  "Theatre for young audiences offers families
and young people some of their most important artistic experiences.  We look forward to
the work that Childsplay and Indiana Repertory Theatre will take together to strengthen
this too frequently under-resourced part of the theatre field."
 
About Childsplay: Childsplay, Inc. is a nonprofit theatre company of professional, adult
artists who perform for and teach young audiences and their families. The mission of
Childsplay is "to create theatre so strikingly original in form, content or both, that it instills
in young people an enduring awe, love and respect for the medium, thus preserving
imagination and wonder, the hallmarks of childhood which are keys to the future."
 
About IRT: Founded in 1972, the Indiana Repertory Theatre is the largest and leading
fully professional not-for-profit theatre in the state and has grown into one of the leading
regional theatres in the country. The IRT continues to be one of the top-flight cultural
institutions in the city and state, providing experiences that engage, surprise, challenge
and entertain.
 
About the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation: The mission of the Doris Duke
Charitable Foundation is to improve the quality of people's lives through grants
supporting the performing arts, environmental conservation, medical research and the
prevention of child abuse, and through preservation of the cultural and environmental
legacy of Doris Duke's properties.
 
For more information about Write Now contact Jenny Millinger at 480-921-5770 or
jmillinger@childsplayaz.org
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