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“I Think I’ll Move to Australia.” 

 

 
 

The Day When Everything Seems To Go Wrong 

 
 

Tempe, AZ – Ever had one of THOSE days? Childsplay, Arizona’s professional theatre company for young 

audiences and families, invites kids and families to follow Alexander through a really, truly bad day.  This 

tongue-twisting title with music and all of the characters from the popular children’s book will make 

audiences remember what it’s like to have a day that starts out badly and just gets worse! 

 

Director D. Scott Withers states, “What is wonderful about following Alexander through such a day is that 

we get to sit outside and observe, and laugh, and empathize and have a great time watching how he gets 

through this day.  He faces it with grit, determination and spunk and he never really loses his hope for the 

fact that some how...some way...some where (perhaps in Australia?)...his day will get better.” 

 

Performances of Alexander… will take place May 3 through May 25 at the Tempe Center for the Arts 

Mainstage, Weekends at 1 pm and 4 pm.  The Target Storybook Preview Performance will be on April 27 

at 4 pm with tickets discounted at $12 (plus applicable box office fees). Tickets for all other performances 
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range from $15-$25 (plus applicable box office fees). Tickets are on sale now through the Tempe Center for 

the Arts Box Office 480-350-2822 or online at www.childsplayaz.org/tca.  

 

Synopsis 

The play opens with the song “If I were in charge of the world” with characters reciting how they have had 

bad days. The audience sees Alexander wake up with gum in his hair and he knows from the start that he will 

have a very bad day. He does not get a toy in his cereal, his teacher does not like his drawing, the dentist tells 

him that he has a cavity and they do not have any cool sneakers in his size. It is definitely a terrible day; in 

fact, Alexander would simply love to run away to Australia. Will Alexander’s bad day ever end or will 

tomorrow just be as bad? 

 

From the Page to the Stage: Turning a Book into a Play 

Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day is based on JudithViorst’s own son. Viorst 

was inspired to write a book about her youngest son because he was consistently having bad days. In an 

interview, Viorst stated that “Alexander seemed to be having A LOT of bad days. He fell out of trees, fell off 

of chairs, broke his wrist, knocked out his front teeth, and, in addition to these breaks and bruises, was 

involved in a variety of non-physical disasters and disappointments.” Viorst felt that it was important to give 

young people an opportunity to think about bad days (and even laugh about them). 

 

Adapting her book for the stage, Viorst divided the book into episodes, and then “went through the book 

episode by episode. I wanted to keep that narration virtually word for word, which I did, while fleshing out 

the events Alexander describes. And so I gave dialogue to his brothers, parents, friends, etc., and put in a lot 

of dramatic action, showing as well as telling Alexander's story.” Viorst then made the decision to add music: 

“As long as I was opening up Alexander's story, I decided it would be fun to also have his story told through 

songs.”                

-MORE- 
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Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day 
Book and Lyrics by Judith Viorst, Music by Shelly Markham 

Based on the book by Judith Viorst 
Directed by D. Scott Withers 
Musical Direction by Alan J Plado  
Choreography by Laurie Trygg 
Scenic Design by Holly Windingstad 
Costume Design by Kish Finnegan 

Sound Design by David Temby 
Lighting Design by Michael J. Eddy 
 
THE CAST 

Nick/Albert . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jon Gentry (85201) 
Mother/Audrey. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kate Haas (85281) 

Father/Dr. Fields/Shoe Salesman/Phillip . . .  Dwayne Hartford (85014) 

Anthony/Paul. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Israel Jimenez  

Becky/Fate #1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .Katie McFadzen (85013) 
Alexander. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jason Powell (85020) 
Mrs. Dickens/Fate #2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Debra K. Stevens (85224) 
 

PERFORMANCE DATES & TIMES 

Sunday, April 27 - 4 p.m. (Target Preview $12 GA) 
Saturday, May 3 - 1 p.m. and 4 p.m. (Opening) 
Sunday, May 4 - 1 p.m. and 4 p.m.  
Saturday, May 10 - 1 p.m. and 4 p.m. 
Sunday, May 11 - 1 p.m. 
Saturday, May 17 - 10 a.m. (Pajama Matinee) 
Saturday, May 17 - 1 p.m. 
Sunday, May 18 - 1 p.m. (ASL*)   *American Sign Language Interpretation. 
Saturday, May 24 - 1 p.m. and 4 p.m. 
Sunday, May 25 - 1 p.m. and 4 p.m.    

                                                                       
LOCATION 

Tempe Center for the Arts 
700 West Rio Salado Parkway 
Tempe, Arizona 85281 
Box office: 480-350-2822 or online at www.childsplayaz.org/tca 
 
Childsplay also provides educational field trip performances Tuesday through Friday mornings. For more 
information about Field Trips contact Beth Olson at bolson@childsplayaz.org or 480-350-8107.  
  
TICKET INFORMATION 

Tickets for Alexander… are on sale through Tempe Center for the Arts box office at 480-350-2822 or 
online at www.childsplayaz.org/tca. 
 
Target Storybook Preview Performance Sunday April 27 at 4 p.m.:  $12 (plus applicable box office 
fees) 
All other performances:   $25 Adult Orchestra Seating; $20 Adult Balcony Two level seating, Children, 
Students & Seniors (plus applicable box office fees); $15 Children, Students & Senior Balcony Two 
Level Seating  
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My Name is Alex Special Ticket Price: $5 for anyone named Alex (Alexander, Alexandra, etc.)   
 

SPECIAL EVENT 

Childsplay Celebrates the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Gala: Friday, May 2nd at 6pm at 
the Tempe Center for the Arts. For additional information visit www.childsplaycelebrates.org.   
    

 
Childsplay’s 2007-08 Media Sponsor is KTVK and My Sweet Connection.com 

 
Childsplay, Inc. is a nonprofit theatre company of professional, adult artists who perform for and teach 

young audiences and their families.  The mission of Childsplay is “to create theatre so strikingly original 
in form, content or both, that it instills in young people an enduring awe, love and respect for the medium, 

thus preserving imagination and wonder, the hallmarks of childhood which are keys to the future.”  For 
information on Childsplay performances, classes or educational presentations please call 480-350-8101 or 

visit our website at www.childsplayaz.org.  
### 


