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Today you saw a production of  

The Sun Serpent, performed by Childsplay.  

Here are some things to think about and some 

activities to do now that you’ve seen the show:  
 

Tell your family and/or friends about the play:   
 

●The play was performed at the Tempe Center for 

the Arts.  Describe the building.  What were some 

interesting things you remember about the build-

ing? For more information on the TCA, go to 

www.tempe.gov/tca. 
 

●What was the play about?  Who were the charac-

ters?  Which character was your favorite and 

why?  What did the characters do? Was there a 

character that you disliked?  Why?  What was 

your favorite part of the play? 
 

●Talk about the costumes, scenery, props, masks, 

projections, music and sound effects that were 

used in the production.   
 

●Draw pictures to help describe the different 

costumes and scenery.  What was your favorite 

costume?  What was something about the scenery 

that you liked?  If you were a scenic or costume 

designer, what would you have done differently? 
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The Aztec people used symbols or signs to docu-

ment stories and history.  The above pictures 

are some Aztec signs representing days.  With a 

friend or classmate come up with your own ver-

sion of the alphabet with pictures representing 

each letter.  Using your new alphabet, write a 

message to your classmate and see if they can 

figure it out! 

Cryptogram answer:  When I was a boy, I dreamed of being a sky 

dancer. 

http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Image:Codex_Magliabechiano_11R.jpg


Aztec codices are books written by pre-Columbian 

and Spanish colonial era Aztecs. These are our pri-

mary sources of information describing the Aztec 

culture. Early examples are accordion pleated and 

are made up of a series of symbols.  Using card-

board or a heavy paper (something that will stand 

up if it’s folded like the picture to the left), create 

your own personal accordion pleated codex docu-

menting with symbols and words the 5 most im-

portant events in your life.  

ANAHUAC  CONQUEST 

JAGUAR  SERPENT 

TLEMEME  WARRIOR 

ANCI   CONQUISTADOR 

NAHUATL  SPANISH 

TOTONAC  AZTEC 

CORTES  QUETZALCOATL 

SUN   TURTLE 

W U U L V E N N Z E Y X C O L 

C A L T A U H A N M I B O G V 

H E R Q Y Q V U R E C T N T W 

P L T R U F S Z U M N M Q U P 

S J R Z I E S S L E A M U R P 

G G V E A O T B T L A A E T N 

U A U Z H H R Z A T O O S L S 

C O N Q U I S T A D O R T E D 

T O T O N A C I J L C D R P U 

P J F A V C B A N A C P Q T J 

O T C S N A G U U A E O F H Y 

M V T E J U R H V N P C A H C 

H U B K A Q A E T B J S I T A 

N X F R D N S E T R O C D L L 

N J C W A W C E G A U Q M V G 

 

The Sun Serpent 

Word Search:   

Find these hidden 

words in the puzzle to 

the right. Words can 

be backwards,  

diagonal, across, up or 

down.  Cross the words 

off as you find them.   

A cryptogram is an encrypted message. Each letter is represented by a number.  This message is a 

line from the play.  Can you solve this cryptogram?   

©Childsplay 2011 



This image is from a volume of John Ridpath's series The World's People, copyright 1911. This drawing is public domain and free from copyright laws. 

Use colored pencils 

to add color to this 

interesting drawing 

of Aztec idols.   
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