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What It’s All About:

Roc k t he isRHhigh sctand, muititnedia-filled
musical revue spanning 223 years of the American pres-
idency — from George Washington to Barack

Book and Lyrics by Dwayne Hartford Obama. The 44 men who rose to the highest office in

Music by Sarah Roberts the land are brought to life through all-new rock, pop
. and folk music. Audiences young and old alike will
Directed by Anthony Runfola learn something new about our Presidents, while per-

haps seeing something of themselves reflected in the

Music Direction by Jonathan Ivie stories on stage.

Ch hy by Molly Lajoi
Oreogtapily by ALOTy Lajote With songs like “The Sons of Washington”, a driving

Scenic Design by Holly Windingstad rock anthem honoring Washington’s revolutionary idea
of peacefully giving up power, and the jazz-inspired
Costume Design by D. Daniel Hollingshead “Who In the World is Millard Fillmore?” celebrating
some of the lesser-known Commanders in Chief, Rock
Projection Design by Josh Kasselman t he Pr B8« td@tarthisand inform audiences
Stage Managers: ofall ages.

Samantha Monson and Alfredo Macias Dwayne Hartford, book and lyrics, is a Phoenix-based

playwright, director and actor. He is an associate artist

The Cast and playwright in residence with Childsplay. Sarah
N 1 Yolaflda London Roberts, music, is a singer, songwriter and sound de-
Harry.........cociiiiiiiiiiae., Eric Bolldreau signer. She is a member of the musical group The La-
< o PO Colin Ross dies Gun Club. She lives in Los Angeles, California.
February 18—March 4, 2012
Tempe Center for the Arts, Studio Theatre Themes/Curricular Ties:
School Tour: March— May, 2012 United States History/Presidents * Musical Styles *
Historical Media * Social Studies * Government *
Recommended for ages 7 and older Biography * Rhyming * Storytelling * Unlikely
Heroes * Actions and Consequences * Ethics and
www.childsplayaz.org Morality * Civics/Citizenship *
Visual Elements of Design

" I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the office of President of the
United States, and will to the best of my ability, preserve, protect and defend the
Constitution of the United States."

~ Presidential Oath of Office
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About Childsplay:
Childsplay is a professional non-profit theatre company of adult actors, performing for young
audiences and families.

Our Mission is to create theatre so strikingly original in form, content or both, that it instills in
young people an enduring awe, love and respect for the medium, thus preserving
Childsplay imagination and wonder, those hallmarks of childhood that are the keys to the future.

*

Theatre for Everyone

What We Do:

In addition to our weekend public performances, we also offer three theatre experiences for our school audiences:
Field Trips, School Tours and Artist in Residence Programs. Field trip performances, where students come to the
theater and see a production, can be booked by contacting Beth Olson at 480-921-5757. School Tour
Performances, where we come to your school or other location and perform, can be booked by contacting Jaime
Fox at 480-921-5751. Artist in Residence Programs, where students do theatre activities in the classroom, can be
individually designed to meet the needs of your school or can be based on one of our many existing formats (page
to stage, creating original work, use of drama to teach curriculum, professional development for teachers), can be
booked by contacting Korbi Adams at 480-921-5745.

Our Home:

The Sybil B. Harrington Campus of Imagination and Wonder
at Mitchell Park (formerly Mitchell School) is where you’ll
find our administrative offices, costume shop, prop shop,
rehearsal spaces, and Academy classrooms. We love to hear
" from our audiences. Send your letters and reviews to:

Address: 900 S. Mitchell, Tempe, AZ 85281

® Phone: 480-921-5700

4 Email: info@childsplayaz.org Web: www.childsplayaz.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/childsplayaz

To help enrich and extend your theatre experience, check
out the 360° Theatre Resource Center on our website!

We perform at the Tempe Center for the Arts
700 W. Rio Salado Parkway
Tempe, AZ 85281

Theater Etiquette:

It’s helpful to review the rules of theater etiquette before seeing
a show, especially since this may be the first live theater
experience for some of your students. Please take a moment to
discuss the following pointers prior to seeing the performance:
e Use the restroom before seeing the show as we do not have
intermission during our school performances.

e Stay seated during the performance.

e Be respectful to the performers and other people in the
audience by not talking during the performance. Remember,
the actors can see and hear the audience just like the audience
can see and hear them.

e Appropriate responses such as applause or laughter are always welcome.

eFood, candy, gum and beverages will not be allowed in the theater/during the performance.

e Use of cell phones (including text messaging), cameras or any other recording device is not allowed in the
theatre/during the performance at any time.

eFollowing the performance (time permitting) there will be a brief question/answer session where audience
members will have an opportunity to ask the actors questions about the production.
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From the Playwright,
Dwayne Hartford:

A number of years ago, I [
started toying with the idea |
of creating a piece that
would pay tribute to the
U.S. Presidents. I wanted
to honor the office and the
men who have served,
while at the same time, to
recognize the common hu-
manity shared by Presi-
dents and today’s young people. In doing so, I hoped
to encourage participation in American civic life. As
I gathered books and research materials, I looked for a
hook into the subject, a fun way to bring forty-four
stories together as one. Eventually, I decided that mu-
sic could serve that purpose. I wanted young audienc-
es to relate and connect to these stories, so I decided
that the music should have a contemporary sound. At
this point, I asked Sarah Roberts, a wonderful singer
and song writer to do the music for the show. The
title came soon after, along with the musical revue
format. As different as the individual stories and song
styles are, put together, the revue shows the common
sense of duty and patriotism shared by all the Presi-
dents.

Ten Interesting Presidential Factoids:

1) Ronald Reagan once tried stand-up comedy. In
1954, Ronald Reagan's acting career was going so
badly that he took a gig as a Las Vegas stand-up com-
ic for a few weeks.

2) Cleveland and his wife had a child, Ruth, who was
the namesake of the candy bar Baby Ruth.

3) Warren Harding lost the White House china in a
poker game! Our 29th President really like to gamble,
although it seems he wasn't very good at it. In one
poker game, he bet the White House china collection
and lost it all in one hand.

4) Gerald and Betty Ford were fashion models. In
the 1940's Gerald Ford did a bit of modeling and even
posed on the cover of "Cosmopolitan." His wife Betty
was also a dancer and fashion model, who signed with
the John Robert Powers modeling firm to finance her
dance education.

5) James A. Garfield was ambidextrous. Not only
was he the first president to be both righty and lefty,
but it was said he could write a sentence in Latin with
one hand and write it in Greek with the other hand.

6) Ulysses S. Grant got a speeding ticket...on a horse!
The 18th President Of The United States was given a
$20 speeding ticket for riding his horse too fast down
a Washington street. You'd think he could have talked
his way out of that one.

7) Supposedly, President Van Buren popularized one
of the most commonly used phrases to date: "OK", or
"Okay". Van Buren was from Kinderhook, NY which
was also called "Old Kinderhook". His support groups
came to be known as "O.K. Clubs" and the term OK
came to mean "all right.”

8) Herbert Hoover moved his family to China before
becoming President, and he and his wife learned to
speak Mandarin Chinese fluently. They would speak
the language around the White House to prevent oth-
ers from understanding them.

9) While in the Navy, Richard Nixon noticed that his
friends were winning money in poker games. Always
the opportunist, Nixon had the best poker player in his
unit teach him how to play the game. Within only a
few months, Nixon had won around $6,000 in poker
games, which he used to fund his first congressional
campaign.

10) President Obama collects "Spiderman" and
"Conan The Barbarian" comic books, and has even
read every "Harry Potter" book.

*From The Huffington Post, 22 Ridiculous Things
You Didn’t Know About US Presidents, 2/21/11,
www.huffingtonpost.com

Actors (from 1to r) Yolanda London, Colin Ross and
Eric Boudreau. Photo by Heather Hill.

©Childsplay 2012



x

Childsplay

Theatre for Everyone

Preliminary
scenic design
rendering by
Holly
Windingstad
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The Actors
Colin Ross (left)

Yolanda London
(center)

Eric Boudreau
(right)

Photo by
Heather Hill



